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Da. It is my mercy, sir, he did not; and I desire to be thankful for it as long as I live.
Fa. What do you mean by that, child ?
Da. Because I have not been forced to disoblige my father, or to marry against my mind, as my sister has been; two things I know not which are most terrible to me so much as to think of.
Fa. Why you would not have been such a fool to have run into these scruples too, would you ? I have a better opinion of your sense.
Da. I desire your good opinion of me may always continue; and therefore, sir, as I am not tried,, I hope you will not put a question to me that 'tis not so proper for me to answer.
Fa. Well, well, be easy, child, I have a religious man in my eye for you, I assure you; we will have no need of such foolish breaches on your account.
Da. It is time enough, sir, to talk of that.
Fa. Well then, as to your sister: you know, when I left her, I charged her to entertain him till my return, and you know what resolutions I made if she did not.
Da. Dear father, you went away in a passion ; she had declared positively she would not have him, and she could not think of entertaining a gentleman after she had resolved not to have him; it would not have been handsome : however, I did over-persuade her to see him that night you went away ; in hopes, truly, that she might have had some opportunity to be better satisfied in her main scruple about religion, and that she might have got it over : but, on the contrary, he made such an open declaration of his contempt of all religion, and his perfect ignorance of anything about it, that I could not but wonder at it; sure he must think we were a family of atheists, or else he did it to affront her; for he could never think it could be agreeable to